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BY CHHARLLS CHAMPLIN

Times Enferiainment Edifor

. *The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia a

- controversial new book charging U.S. complicity

—through the CIA—in the drug trade, has been

-gequired as the basis for a new film by Richard

Brooks for Columbia Piclures.

The hook, written by a young Yale scholay
named Alfred W, McCoy and two associates, Cath-
leen B. Read and Leonard P, Adams 11, first came
to public atlention last year when it became
known that the CTA tried to dissuade Harper &
Row from publishing it and then demanded the
opportunily to read and review the text in galley
form, )

Despite a long rejoinder from the CTA, Harper &
Tow published the book in September eszentially
as writlen. McCox's central thesis is that the U.5.
government, inheriting the vacuum leit by the des
parting Irench in Scutheast Asia, aiso reluctantly
inherited the politics, of poppy-growing in- the
Golden Triangle of Laos, Thailand and Burma,
where 70% of the warld supply of iilicit heroin is
produced. The revenues envich local economies
and greatly enrich very high officials of Asian
governments supported by the United States in its
attempts to combat the spread of communisin,

Balile in Opium War

McCoy's book is a meticulously daocumented look
at the heroin trade worldwide, writlen in news-
magazine rathcr than pedantic style aind coutain-
ing a few scenes which could make even "The
Joyvench Connection" scem like a pale footnote.

Most particularly, McCoy describes a battle in
the Opitm War of 1267 over a caravan of mules
carrying 16 tons of opium to mavket. The ship-
1eent was destined for the commander-in-chicef of
the Laotian army, but two former Kuomintang
generals who had been controlling the lacal trade
roules attacked with =everal hundred men. Fven-
tually the battle involved seven jet aireraft and a
company of Laotian paratroopers, who captured
the booty.

Brooks, fascinated by these goings-on and by
the whole curious confrontation ol Amcrican
idealisin and pregmatisim with a notably cordid
political reality, will call his movie "IMlowers of
Jovil" and plans to shoot eutirely on location. See~
ond unit work on the plantiing of the poppics will
begin in a few wecks' time.

- The Truth? Tell 1

T yread an excerpt from the hook in Harpor's and
clipped it ouwt," Brooks vays, "l read the book and
was even mare interested, hut 1T eounlan’t believa
that any sludin would dare to tackle matervial that
tourh, Dut Colmubia was interested, too, T said, T
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McCoy's book also sugaests 14
citation of Mafia support during the invasion of
Sicily during World War II. at a time when the or-
ganization had heen undor severe harassment by
the Musz~olini government, gave the Matiu a power
hase from which it was able to cnter the drug
trade on a major scale in the postwar period,

MeCoy, 27, will serve as a technical adviser to -

Brooks on his production.
"1t won't be a doownentary," says Brooks. "In
the nature of things, I'm
afraid it can't be, But it
will tell the truth abeut an

ineredihle situation.” E o \
McCoy testified last
summer before a congres- ¢ ¢ AW -0 y

sional committee ahout his
researches into the veluc-
tant complicity of Ameri-
can agents with the drug
traffic, which inciuded, he
charges, the use of Air
" America, a CIA charter v
carrier nperating in South-
east Asia, to haul raw opi-
um. The charge has been
denied.
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in Vietnam fecuszed aft
tion nn the equally shocks
ing enntradiction in U.S.
poziures.
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